


SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ANNUAL APPEAL 2025

Celebrate 75 Years of Music!

GIVE $75 TO CELEBRATE 75!

This season marks the 75th Diamond Anniversary of the Southwest
Michigan Symphony Orchestra; we need your help to make it unforgettable...
and set the stage for what’s next.

YOUR SUPPORT LITERALLY KEEPS THE MUSIC PLAYING!

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT W

Your donation—of any size— Bigger audiences mean more
makes a difference. Whether it’s concerts. Based on last year’s
$7.50, $75, $750, or more, your attendance, if everyone brought
financial gift will go twice as far just two extra friends to each
thanks to a generous $40,000 concert this season, the boost in
match challenge from the ticket sales could mean adding
Frederick S. Upton Foundation! back concerts next season!

cJoin the celebration. Make your gift today!

ONLINE CALL
Visit www.smso.org or scan the (269) 982-4030
QR code below to donate
securely online via MAIL
SMSO0.org, PayPal, or Venmo Y e)

2755 E Napier Ave,
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

Office located inside Grand Upton Hall
at LMC Mendel Center
1100 Yore Ave, Benton Harbor, M| 49022
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WHAT WE DID, WHAT'S NEXT..

AND WHERE WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

What amazes me most about SMSO is how adventurous our audience is
—you’ve embraced everything from a saxophone quartet concerto to
improvised solos in a dazzling light and video show. That spirit of
curiosity makes southwest Michigan special. I'm so thankful for
everyone who stepped up to save the symphony, from generous
community foundations, corporate partners like Corewell Health, to
hundreds of individual donors. Our local collaborators—Lake Michigan
Youth Orchestra, Chorllennium, and incredible school music programs—
are top-notch, and it’s a joy to showcase them. As we look
to the future, we want to perform more often and for

more people, but that only happens with your % Q

continued support: more seats filled and more

gifts to keep the music alive. Together, we ‘
can make it happen. MUSICD‘INRI{Z\CUT%g (,\
We know meaningful outreach is just as important as our core orchestra
programs. To kick off SMSQO’s next chapter, we're excited to uplift and
support mental health in our community by leaning into what we do best:
sharing the transformative power of music with Radical Acts of Music.
This new initiative has just launched its first two pilots and we’re eager to
discover new partnerships. We look forward to bringing more memorable
live concert experiences, enriching music education
opportunities, and making the orchestra accessible to all
through outreach programs like our free Pop Up! concerts.

/S/z

SSICA ISHMAEL
PRESIDENT & CEO

Your response to last year’s “Save Our Symphony” Campaign sent a
message loud and clear that our community values the SMSO. Your
support erased a long-standing deficit and allowed us to open a milestone
75th season. Navigating an operational restructure and relocation is not
easy, but the encouragement that poured out made the journey worth
it. Together we adapted, persevered, and kept the music playing.

Every dollar, no matter the size of your gift, helps us continue creating
powerful musical experiences that inspire, educate, and connect.
Additionally, ticket sales made up just 9% of our income last year, and
there is tremendous opportunity to grow. By inviting friends, family, and
neighbors to experience our concerts, you help expand our audience,
stabilize and strengthen our future, and improve and enrich lives in

southwest Michigan!

BILL DOWNEY
BOARD CHAIR

Here’s to another 75 years
of breathtaking music,
community connection,
and rising together!
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SEASON REVIEW

ey~
07.27 | Peter and the Wolf

0222 | Bach & Assad

05.17 | Symphony: Unexpected

SMSO ’

4 SEASON
ORCHESTRA
CONCERTS 3,6 ATTENDANCE
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EDUCATION CONCERT

CAPTIVATE, ENGAGE, INSPIRE

Tailored for 3rd and 4th grades, this free to schools concert
captures the attention and imagination of students—right as
many school band & other music programs open to the age
group—putting musicianship on their map of exciting
possibilities for the future.

13 1170

PARTICIPATING 3RD & 4TH GRADE
SCHOOLS STUDENTS & CHAPERONES
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LAKE MICHIGAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA

AWARD-WINNING MUSIC EDUCATION

SEMESTERS

ENSEMBLES

24

SCHOOLS
REPRESENTED

125

INDIVIDUAL
STUDENTS

SMSO proudly offers a music education
program that provides orchestral
repertoire, ensemble experience, and
performance opportunities to young
student musicians across southwest
Michigan. Whether supplementing
school music programs or creating a
pathway for homeschool families and
students without access to school-
based opportunities, LMYO opens doors
to musical growth and inspiration.




DID YOU KNOW? | National studies from professional realtor groups show homes near cultural
resources like the SMSO maintain higher values.

POP UP! CONCERTS

SHARED MUSIC WITH EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE

Small ensembles perform free Pop Up! Concerts in public
settings to deliver shared music experiences to our local
communities. This year we were excited to partner with local
groups, community celebrations, and expand into south
county, creating new connections and relationships.

6 9 2538

NEW UNIQUE ESTIMATED
PARTNERSHIPS LOCATIONS ATTENDEES

Lest We Forget at Tiscornia Park, St. Joseph - Monday Musical Club at First Congregational
Church, St. Joseph - Juneteenth Celebration, Benton Harbor - John E.N. Howard Bandshell,
St. Joseph - Harbert Community Park, Chikaming - Lions Pavilion Park, New Buffalo - Union
Pier Social, Union Pier - Caretel Inns, St. Joseph - Riverfront Park, Niles

SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ANNUAL IMPACT 2024-25
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RADICAL ACTS OF MUSIC

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH WITH MUSIC

Since 2013, Mental Health is cited as the No. 1 priority in
Berrien County’s Community Health Needs Assessment.

Recent figures show up to 1 in 4

1IN 4 individuals in our county faces mental

health challenges, regardless of age,

PEOPLE gender, or background. The report

struggle with Mental Health  ca|ls for the creation of more
in Berrien County . .

o0 0 o accessible services & programs to

help prevent or address mental health.

Radical Acts of Music directly connects what we do
to the REAL NEEDS of people in our community in
ways that MAKE SENSE & MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

This fall, one of two pilots launched at the MUSIC’S IMPACT
Pine Ridge Nursing & Rehabilitation Center ON MENTAL HEALTH
= . Based on research by the National Institute
of Mental Health. https://www.nimh.nih.gov

COGNITIVE & MOTOR SKILLS
Enhances cognitive function
Boosts concentration
Improves motor skills
Supports speech

EMOTIONAL SOCIAL BENEFITS
& MENTAL HEALTH Develops interpersonal
Reduces stress & anxiety l & social skills
Improves mood .
Addresses trauma | Encourages soma!
Builds self-esteem [| cohesion (belonging)
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A FULL STAGE | SMSO & LMYO perform Mothership by M. Bates, side-by-side
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FISCAL YEAR
, , BUDGET

2024-25 EXPENSE

15%
Prior Year
Deficit

27%
Musicians &
V Guest Artists

12%

Operations

21%

Admin & Staff

2024-25 REVENUE

Last fiscal year’s operations were
sustained by generous support from
foundations & grants. However, many
of these were one-time awards. With
ongoing reductions in federal and
state arts funding, we face a more
uncertain landscape this year.

That’s why your individual
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Nearly half—48%—of our annual
expenditures are directly invested
into Programs & Services that
bring music to life in our community.
This includes producing innovative
live concert experiences, offering
enriching music education, and
delivering outreach programs to
make our orchestra accessible to all.

6%
6% Sponsors
Endowment
9%

Ticket Sales

45%

Foundations
& Grants

31%

Individual
Donations

contributions are more vital than ever.




THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED JUNE 1, 2024 - MAY 31, 2025

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Angels ($50,000+)
Carolyn Hanson

Virtuosos ($25,000+)
Glenn & Kathy Ward

Platinum ($10,000+)

Michelle & Matt Aubin

Peter & Laura Claude

Paul & Rose Suchovsky
Charitable Trust

Elizabeth Upton

Kay Walvoord

Gold ($5,000+)

Natalie Baggio & Dennis
Disch

Susan H. Schwartz

Denny & Betsy Sexton

Carol Sizer

Silver ($2,500 +)

Anonymous (1)

J.C. & Nancy Anderson

Carol Clark

Christopher & Melanie
Conley

Bill Downey & Lisa Cripps-
Downey

James & Christine Svab

Eugene Weil

Brad & Joyce Wendzel

Greg & Mae Zyjewski

Benefactors ($1,000+)

Anonymous (1)

Victoria Born

Judy Butzbaugh

Faye & Ted Chamberlain

David & Jeannette Cooke

Mike Damschroder

Joyce Gouwens Trust

Theodore Jacoby

Atty. Peter & Karen
Johnson

Joan & Bob Judd

Jody & Richard Kapnick

Bob & Mary Kynast

Matthew & Joy Ling

Ann Marie Marlow

Jim & Amy Marohn

Jim & Suzanne Miller

John & Sandra Nye

Sharon Nystuen

Heather & Ryan Taylor

Michael & Elizabeth
Trescher

Allan & Betty Westmaas

Patrons ($500 to $999)

Terry & Liz Allen

Kathleen Andries-Ray

Betsy Bartz & Leo Utsman

Jean Bloomquist

Jon & Patricia Carlson

Richard & Beth Chubb

Wayne Gleiber & Mina
Gardner

John & Ellen Goff

Mary Beth Good

Corey & Jasmine Hansen

Dan Hopp

Barbara & Jim Jespersen

Merrily Mahon

Phillip Maki

Erika K. Mauerman

Meryle Merritt

Patricia Forbes & William
Mitchell

Teresa Sanchez

Larry & Jenny Schanker

Gerald & Lynn Scherrer

Michael & Keri Suarez

Pat Taplick

Dave & Dotti Terhune

Michael Thieneman

Friends ($100 to $499)

Anonymous (1)

Elizabeth Ball

Bob & Pat Barrett

Stanley Barrish & Claire
Odland

Jim & Jan Bermingham

Jo Ann Bertrand

Sherry Bingaman

Vern & Lois Breuker

Phila Broich

Mary Alice Brunner

Renee Bujol

Kristi Clark

Tommie & Linda Closson

Miles & Cindy Coffman

Bruce Conybeare

Guadalupe & Brian Daly

Corbin & Dixie Detgen

Martin Dixon

Erin Drury

Pearce & Ashley Dupuis

Danielle & Joe Ehrke

Patricia Eichenlaub

JoAnn Eisenberg

Patrice & Peter Emmerson

Marilyn Fetters

Debbie Friday

Cynthia Gallee

Kate Gassman

Tom Gear

Donnee Elizabeth German

Jonathan & Theresa Goble

Greg & Theresa Harrison

Jeffery & Karen Hodge

Chuck Hoge

Kim & Susan Hoppe

John Jaffee

Carol Johnson

Kim & Randall Keppeler

David & Wanda Killips

Linda Korrell

Charlie & Davie Kozup

Delores Landeck &
Michael Mason

Al & Sondra Levin

Dave & Joanne Lewis

Miles & Sharon Lombard

Eric & Bette Mallen

Michael & Deborah Mayle

Lynda & Timothy McGrath

Sally McWhirter & Richard
Stauffer

Donna G. Metz

Rich Neckermann

Edith Nickel

Paul & Karen Nickels

Ron & Mary Patzer

John & Heather Peterson

Sue Plummer

Steve Prouty & Christine
Aranyos Prouty

Linda Pursell

Ronald & Jan Raade

Rob & Joelle Regovich

Clyde & Nancy Rode

Luis Rodriguez

Peggy Rose

Charles & Lisa Rowe

Jack Ryan

Jason & Abigail Savage

Janice M. Schrader

Peter & Raejene Shaffer

Tom & Helen Sinn



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED JUNE 1, 2024 - MAY 31, 2025

Constance Slater

Lindsey Smith

Robert & Marlene Smith

Kathy Stady

William Steinke & Leslie
Sunell

Linda Stright

Fred & Amey Upton

Anne Vandermolen

Lora Varnelis

Richard Vavra-Musser

John & Kathleen Walter

Pat Walton

Rebekah & Chris
Westerbeek

Teri Williams

Theresa Willson

Marcia Wineberg

James & Jaclyn Winship

Advocates (up to $99)

Art & Gail Adcock

Steve & Doris Baden

Mary Banks

John Bard

James & Marcia Bednar

Frank Beltran

Brian & Elfie Berndt

Wayne & Kerry Binnington

Alison Blessing

Gloria Bowman

Jeff & Ann Brennan

Ronald & Michelle
Bronakoski

Jay Buck

Veronica & Thomas
Buckley

Robin N. Carroll

Gale & Cathy Cawley

Art & Cindy Clarke

Nick Cortes

Ashley Courtland

Pauline Couvelis

Michele Cutler

Rita de Pedro

Jill DiFranco

Beth & James Doerr

Jean Domer

Gorden Doss

Kristin Dura

Paul Elder

Tami Fauver

Kendra & Nicholas Fugal

Abhijit & Archana Ganu

Janita Gaulzetti

Sandra Gill

Irma Gorman

Chris Hayman

Stephen & Karen Hempel

Samantha & Camden
Henderson

Barbara Hirschfeld

Melissa Hosbein

Jennifer Jacobs

Harvey Johnson Jr.

Kraig & Kathryn
Kirkdorfer

Victor Kordish

John & Sheila Kroonblawd

Elizabeth Kunkel

Zach Lange

Israel & Ursula Lara

Bertha & Leonel Leal

Robert & Mariann
Litznerski

Juliana Luckmann

Gerald & Wilma Malinasky

Kathy Manning

Amelia McBride

Stephanie McLaughlin

Robert & Claire
Mendenhall

Jenifer & Thomas Milnikel

Marie Moon

Dave Morrissett

Don & Sue Murray

Josephine & Ben
Nicholson

Phyllis Norris

Jane Oelke

Jim & Joan Oleson

Richard & Candace
Onweller

Cara Orfield

Chris Oxborrow

Gina Page

Philip & Marina Peter

Toan & Jenny Pham

Sharon Polfus

David Poole

Deanna Popielarz

Sally Preece

Diane Pyshos

Sarah Reilly

Bill Ritchie

Diane Ritchie

Vincent & Carrie Romeo

Amy & Jose Santos

Ann Schroeder

Adriana Schulka

Debra Shelby

Max Shelford

Jeff & Barbara Starke
Melissa Stokes

Shylene & Steve Toscano
Dr. & Mrs. Ramon Urrea
Dipali & Vivek Verma
Gary & Nancy Walker
Dana & Brett Walsworth
Mary Ann Ware

Josh & Ashley Wells

Tom & Carolyn Wentworth
Gale White

Lynn Wrablik-Reilly
Janice Zerfas

VOLUNTEERS

Shirley Auringer
Larry & Linda Becker
Pat Bowser

Vern & Lois Breuker
Mary Brown

Maddie Burkhard
Kari Cheevers

Peter & Laura Claude
Linda & Tommie Closson
Sandy Daignault

Bill Downey

Pam & Tony Duffy
Julie Faussie

Debra Friday

Kate Gassman

Jill Goebel

Liz Kunkel

Kathy Manning
Suzanne Miller
Sharon Nystuen
Jane Oelke

Candace Onweller
Kristen Robinson
Janice Schrader
Jamie Smith

Deb & Eric Standen
Linda Steinke

Keri Suarez

Judith Thompson
Mary Ann Ware

Eric Wignall

LeAnne Yarbrough
Greg & Mae Zyjewski



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED JUNE 1, 2024 - MAY 31, 2025

When talented working professionals choose where to build

their careers and raise families, communities with
professional symphonies consistently rank higher. The
symphony isn’t just entertainment—it’s proof we’re a
sophisticated region worth investing in. That’s why
Jorward-thinking business leaders support the SMSO.

CORPORATE / GRANTS
Angels ($50,000+)
Corewell Health of

Southwest Michigan
Frederick S Upton Fndn.
John EN & Dede Howard Fndn.
The Schalon Fndn.

Platinum ($10,000+)
Wales Wealth Management
Group

Gold ($5,000+)

Berrien Community Fndn.

Dr. Scholl Fndn.

Michigan Arts & Culture
Council

St. Joseph-Benton Harbor
Rotary Club Fndn.

Tiscornia Fndn.

Silver ($2,500+)
Meijer
Music Performance Trust Fund

Benefactors ($1,000+)
EverGreene Foundation
Mary Thompson Foundation
Michigan Gas Utilities Corp.
Silver Beach Pizza

Starks Family Funeral Home

Patrons ($500 to $999)
Huizenga Family Fndn.
St. Joseph Today

Friends ($100 to $499)
Great Lakes Scientific

IN-KIND PARTNERS

90.7 WAUS / PBS Michiana
WNIT

Boulevard Inn & Bistro

First Congregational Church

Flour Shop Bakery

Giannola Construction &
Investments

Herald Palladium

Holt Bosse

Howard Performing Arts
Center

Lake Michigan College Mendel
Center

Lake Michigan College Visual
& Performing Arts

Ravitron Inc.

Shadowland Ballroom at
Silver Beach Center

Silver Beach Carousel

TPC Technologies, Inc

ARTISTIC PARTNERS

& COLLABORATORS

Clarice Assad

Mary Elizabeth Bowden

Dave Carew, Jim Kraus &
Chorllennium of SW Ml

Lari Lawrence-Gist, Susan
Dietrich-Reed & Citadel
Dance & Music Center

Carrie Halliburton

lon Concert Media

Brian Maynard

Quatuor Ellipsos

Quinlan & Fabish Music Co.

Steve Reed

Rob Regovich

Carol Sizer

SMSO Artistic Committee

SMSO Orchestra Committee

Fabien Waksman

LEADERSHIP

JESSICA ISHMAEL
President & CEO

MATTHEW AUBIN
Music Director & Conductor

BURKE LOKEY Il
Education Director &
Youth Orchestra Conductor

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BILL DOWNEY
Chair

KERI SUAREZ
Vice Chair

KARI CHEEVERS
Interim Treasurer

KATE GASSMAN
Secretary

NATALIE BAGGIO
COLLIN BOLTZ
ERIC WIGNALL

KAY WALVOORD
Consultant

STAFF TEAM

HOLLIE AYRES
Office Services

SCOTT BURGESS
Production Manager

RACHEL CABANILLA-
SINNETT

Conductor, LMYO Encore
Strings

IRINA KAGAN
Personnel Manager &
Librarian

FORREST MIESSE
LMYO Coordinator

BETH OESEBURG
Conductor, LMYO Concert
Strings

Generosity comes in many forms: through gifts of time, talent, treasure
—or a combination thereof. ALL were instrumental to make a fantastic
2024-25 Season. THANK YOU!



