


LESSON #1
I N S T R U M E N T S  O F  T H E  O R C H E S T R A

Grade: 3rd or 4th

Concept:
they relate to one another.

instrument belongs. 

• Have students fully complete the “Instrument Families Worksheet” pre-test and collect the papers to

• Play the video
—

• Play the video
—

• Play the video
—

• Play the video
—
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Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra

Michigan Music Standard: 
 ART.M.III.3.5: Identify the timbre of specific instruments in string, brass, woodwinds, and percussion families. 

Materials: “Instrument Families Worksheet” pre-test copy for each student, access to YouTube videos via a 
projector and a copy of the “Instrument Families of the Symphony Orchestra” worksheet for each student 
Introduction: We will soon be attending a concert of the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra and will be 
able to 
see many different types of instruments!  There are four “families” of instruments that we will see during our 
visit: the string, brass, woodwind, and percussion families. Each type of instrument has distinct characteristics 
that we will learn about today. First, however, we’re going to check what you already know about instrument 
identification and take a pre-test. 

Teaching Sequence:

https://youtu.be/q98A5ev9MYY?si=WSNGzns-djM_76lC
https://youtu.be/aEesNSxQXgE?si=A81qle5fQify_Rzv
https://youtu.be/bk_qfil8bYU?si=8GXnrJHfiycsV9Gt
https://youtu.be/6QA5KnKpKbk?si=owGf7OQptOXGVxWJ
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There are YouTube videos of the pieces that will be performed on the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra 
concert available to view. Choose one or more of these videos to view and ask students to describe what they 
hear. What does the music sound like? Which instruments/instrument families are creating which sounds? Do 
they recognize the music, and if so, where have they heard it before? Pieces to be performed, along with composer 
information, can be found at the bottom of the “Teacher Packet.”



Listen closely to the video and draw a circle around the instrument of the strings family that makes the 

String Family

Brass Family

Circle
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INSTRUMENT FAMILIES OF THE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA



Woodwind Family

Circle

Percussion Family

For the percussion family,  draw a circle
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LESSON #2
I N S T R U M E N T S  O F  T H E  O R C H E S T R A

Grade: 3rd or 4th

Concept:
they relate to one another.

instrument belongs. 

Michigan Music Standard: 
ART.M.III.3.4: With teacher guidance, use music vocabulary to analyze, describe, and evaluate music of 
various styles. 
ART.M.III.3.5:
families. 
ART.M.III.3.7:

Materials: Access to YouTube videos via a projector

Teaching Sequence:

• Play video
—

—
—

• Play video
—
—
—
—

• Play video 
—
—

—
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https://youtu.be/SZTI7Zo6isk?si=K38EjCzXkUlAgugJ
https://youtu.be/-l-E3kyNcag?si=77ODzaHxbpq5pVsc
https://youtu.be/PmFh5E6BC1g?si=fcGG0W2_kjNZ5v73


• Play video
—
—
—
—

each video before leading the discussion. 
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There are YouTube videos of the pieces that will be performed on the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra 
concert available to view. Choose one or more of these videos to view and ask students to describe what they 
hear. What does the music sound like? Which instruments/instrument families are creating which sounds? Do 
they recognize the music, and if so, where have they heard it before? Pieces to be performed, along with composer 
information, can be found at the bottom of the “Teacher Packet.”

https://youtu.be/ipEEQMLQP1o?si=0i46aWUGcP8ol8bI


LESSON #3
I N S T R U M E N T S  O F  T H E  O R C H E S T R A

Grade: 3rd or 4th

Concept:
they relate to one another.

instrument belongs. 

Michigan Music Standard: 
ART.M.III.3.5:
families. 

Materials:

Teaching Sequence:

• Handout blank bingo sheets and markers to every student.

—

• Play the video
the game
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https://youtu.be/dps6ru-aOZM?si=iCWtBCK2vYmpzzQA
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There are YouTube videos of the pieces that will be performed on the Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra 
concert available to view. Choose one or more of these videos to view and ask students to describe what they 
hear. What does the music sound like? Which instruments/instrument families are creating which sounds? Do 
they recognize the music, and if so, where have they heard it before? Pieces to be performed, along with composer 
information, can be found at the bottom of the “Teacher Packet.”





ORCHESTRAL INSTRUMENTS BINGO 
Timestamp Cheat Sheet for Teachers
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PIECES TO BE PERFORMED  BY THE SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

VALERIE COLEMAN

Seven O’Clock Shout

JOHN WILLIAMS 

Main theme to Star Wars
“Harry’s Wondrous World” from 

Star Wars, E.T. , 

PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY 

Symphony No. 4, Movement II 
Symphony No. 4, Movement III

symphonies 

and Sleeping Beauty.

EDVARD GRIEG

for his 
Morning Mood
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